Allocation of cadaver kidneys: new pressures, new solutions.
Equitable allocation of human cadaver kidneys is complex and challenging, both from the ethical and scientific points of view. It is based on the principles of distributive justice and medical utility. However, the optimal application of ethical principles will require further resolution of medical issues that currently focus on the number of transplants for a single patient, six antigen matches, lesser degrees of HLA matching, marginal recipients, various positive cross-match situations, and cold ischemia time. New HLA matching techniques and enhanced computer organ allocation systems have the potential to surmount racial differences and increase significantly the number of compatible renal allografts.